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Question

“Further to R.106/2026 and the proposed Order to separate planning and regulatory functions from the
Minister's responsibilities and to create a Minister for Planning and Regulation, will the Minister —

(a) set out where the revenue to fund her department will come from if the proposed changes take
effect, specifically whether the income currently generated through planning and regulatory fees,
licences and application charges will continue to be included;

(b) advise what assessment, if any, has been made of the net financial impact to her department from
the transfer of functions (and any potential associated fee income) to the new Minister for
Planning and Regulation; and

(c) inform the Assembly whether any transitional funding or budget reallocation has been agreed
with the Minister for Treasury and Resources to ensure her department is not left with any shortfall
as a result of the creation of the new role?”

Answer

While Members understandably have questions in relation to the creation of new Ministerial Offices and
portfolio transfers, and seek assurance over budget allocations, the intention remains, as it has under
previous transfers, to ensure no adverse or positive budget impact from these political transfers, i.e. they
are, of themselves, budget neutral.

Specifically:

(a) The intention is that each Directorate (Regulation and Natural Environment) will have a dedicated
Head of Expenditure in Budget 2027 — 2030 that reflects their responsibilities and activities.

(b) A detailed financial assessment was not made as part of the transfer to the new Minister for
Planning and Regulation, because the intention was, and is, that the transfer will be budget neutral,
i.e. there would be no financial impact.

The existing budgets for each of the Natural Environment and Regulation Directorates, save for
any other decision to be made as part of Budget 2027 — 2030, will be maintained.

(c) No transitional funding or budget reallocation has been agreed with the Minister for Treasury and
Resources. The reasons for not agreeing any such funding or budget are that none is needed for the
reasons explained in part (b) above.

The Natural Environment function will not be left with any shortfall as a result of the creation of
the new role.
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